Japan was the first country outside the Euro-American sphere which implanted the teachings and techniques of the famous schools of dermatology of 19th century Europe onto her own soil. Kentaro Murata (1862-1892) had been in Europe before his short-lived professorship (1890-1892). After his untimely demise, Keizo Dohi (Ishiwata) (1866-1931) trained first under Kaposi in Vienna and thereafter completed his education in other prestigious continental centers. He became the father of modern dermatology in Japan, figurehead of the discipline in East Asia and founder of the Dermatology Society of Japan as it was called at the beginning. The Dohi Atlas (1903 Atlas ( -1910 [1] and his textbook [2] , which saw three editions already before World War I (1910, 1911, 1914 , and the moulages produced in Tokyo by Dohi The foundation of the Dermatology Society of Japan (today the Japanese Dermatological Association, JDA) was prepared by some 50 dermatologists assembled by Keizo Dohi on December 15, 1900, at the Ueno Seiyoken restaurant in Tokyo. On February 3, 1901, the first regular meeting of the society was held at the lecture room of Legal Medicine at the University of Tokyo, and on April 8-9, 1901, the first congress took place in Tokyo [3] . The latter date may be seen as the beginning of the scientific activity of the society and will be marked these days with a centennial ceremony and meeting in Tokyo. The JDA had 163 members in 1901, currently there are 9,071 altogether, including 4,150 qualified specialists, 1,500 resident members, 441 contributing members, 73 honorary members and 54 foreign honorary members (T. Nishikawa, personal commun.). With more than 4,000 qualified dermatologists, the JDA appears to be the second biggest dermatological society after the American Academy of Dermatology and well ahead of both the French and German Societies with about 2,500 members each. Over the years, JDA members significantly contributed to the advancement of our specialty [4] . Japanese dermatologists described more than 30 new skin diseases [5] [6] [7] . Initially, these conditions described in Japan were thought to be characteristic of Mongoloid peoples; however, the dissemination of knowledge disclosed that diseases first described in Japanese turned out to be seen also in other clines of man. Nevus of Ota, nevus of Ito, incontinentia pigmenti achromians, Kimura's disease, eosinophilic pustular folliculitis (Ofuji), papuloerythroderma (Ofuji) and prurigo pigmentosa (Nagashima) are paradigmatic in this respect, among many others [8, 9] .
The foundation of the Japanese Society of Investigative Dermatology (JSID) in 1975 paralleled that of the SID in the USA, in 1938, and of the ESDR in Europe, in 1973, in all three locations supplementing the activities of the mother societies in the field, with basic research in dermatology. In major journals of our specialty it is not easy to find an issue without a paper from Japan. The pages of the top journal, the Journal of Investigative Dermatology, offer ample proof, and the programs of the Three-Continental Meetings of the research societies do the like. Many distinguished Japanese colleagues are leaders in important areas of dermatology. At present, a Japanese professor is secretary of the International Committee of Dermatology, a fact which illustrates the prestige Japanese dermatology has won among its peers all over the world.
Our journal has used for years the skills of Japanese colleagues in the peer review process, and we are proud to count on the regular help of Japanese associate editors and advisory board members. Dohi has planted a tree 100 years ago. It has grown and flourished.
